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“Even quilters who don’t have others around them know that they belong to a long and wonderful tradition of women 

creating something new and beautiful from scraps of fabric.”—DIANE PERIN HOCK, FOUNDER OF THE TWELVE BY 
TWELVE COLLABORATIVE ART QUILT PROJECT 

 

TWELVE BY TWELVE 
The International Art Quilt Challenge  

by Deborah Boschert, Gerrie Congdon, Helen L. Conway, Kirsten Duncan, Terry Grant, 
Diane Perin Hock, Françoise Jamart, Kristin La Flamme, Karen Rips, Brenda Gael Smith, 

Terri Stegmiller, Nikki Wheeler  
Over the course of two years, twelve quilt artists from around the world challenged each other to create beautiful, 
hand-crafted quilts based on a theme of one of the artists’ choosing. Every couple of months, a new theme—and 
thus a new challenge—was suggested. The result? 144 gorgeous quilts which are all presented in TWELVE BY 
TWELVE: THE INTERNATIONAL ART QUILT CHALLENGE (Lark Crafts / March 1, 2011 / $22.95). Each 
chapter is devoted exclusively to one of the twelve themes—from “chocolate” to “identity” to “illumination” to 
“mathematics”—with one quilt and artist highlighted in depth. The book also includes: 
 

 A detailed look at the creative inspirations, processes, techniques, and workspace of each quilter. 
 Beautiful photographs of all 144 quilts. 
 Sidebars offering quilting tips such as “Adapting Commercial Fabrics”, “Quilt Finishing Techniques”, and 

“Demystifying the Thermofax”. 
 Information on how to start your own challenge group and why it’s important to blog.  
 A behind-the-scenes glimpse at what it’s like to be part of a virtual craft community. 

 
Twelve by Twelve not only showcases the 144 quilts themselves, but also examines the dynamics of developing a 
vibrant cyberspace community of artists. Richly illustrated, this book is part personal narrative, part creative 
exploration, reflecting the wonderful diversity of the artists and their work.  
 
ABOUT TWELVE BY TWELVE 
 
The TWELVE BY TWELVE group is composed of twelve art quilters, each with numerous awards, articles, and 
publications among them. Works from several members have been included in a variety of Lark Books, as well as 
Quilting Arts Magazine. Visit the Twelve by Twelve website and blog: www.Twelveby12.org  



 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
 
Deborah Boschert (deborahsjournal.blogspot.com, deborahsstudio.com), originally from Lewisville, Texas, now resides with 
her family in Annapolis, Maryland. Her work has appeared in several magazines, juried quilt shows, and galleries.  
 
Gerrie Congdon (gericondesigns.com) graduated from Cornell University’s College of Human Ecology before earning an MS 
in Clothing and Textiles from Penn State. She lives in Portland, Oregon with her husband, Steve, and their Labradoodle, 
Scooter.  
 
Helen L. Conway (downthewell.blogspot.com, helenconwaydesign.com) is a lawyer living in St. Helens, Merseyside, UK. In 
2006, she fell down a rabbit hole into the wonderful world of textiles and never came back up.  
 
Kirsten Duncan (pompomrouge.wordpress.com, pompomrouge.com) was making her own clothes on the sewing machine by 
the age of ten. She lives in Townsville, Australia with her husband, Peter, and their children, Clancy and Alexandra.  
 
Terry Grant (andsewitgoes.blogspot.com) has been an active member of online quilting communities since the early 1990s. 
She has had several articles published in quilting magazines, is an avid blogger, and lives near Portland, Oregon with her 
husband.  
 
Diane Perin Hock (goingtopieces.blogspot.com) founded the Twelve by Twelve challenge group as well as the Artful Quilters 
Blog Ring online. She resides in Healdsburg, California with her husband, daughter, rambunctious black Lab, and two cats.  
 
Françoise Jamart (creatilfun.blogspot.com) lives in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium and has a special interest in traditional 
Japanese culture and arts. She and her husband have three children and a beautiful granddaughter. 
 
Kristin La Flamme (kristinlaflamme.com) has a BFA in graphic design. Though she was living in Germany when she first 
joined Twelve by Twelve, she and her husband now reside in Waipahu, Hawaii.  
 
Karen Rips (fiberartmusings.blogspot.com, karenrips.com) was a neonatal nurse for twenty five years before retiring to start 
her life in fiber art. A native California girl, she currently resides in Thousand Oaks with her husband, Ted.  
 
Brenda Gael Smith (serendipitypatchwork.com.au, brendagaelsmith.com) traded in her city law office for a studio overlooking 
the ocean at Copacabana, Australia. There, she designs, creates, writes, and shares the joys of color and quiltmaking through 
teaching.  
 
Terri Stegmiller (stegart.blogspot.com, terristegmiller.com, threecreativestudios.com) is the author of Creative Paper Quilts 
(Lark Books, 2009) and the co-author of Creative Ways with Fiber & Stitch and Creative Ways with Books and Journals. She 
lives in Mandan, North Dakota with her husband and cats, and she teaches online through Three Creative Studios.  
 
Nikki Wheeler (nikkiwheeler.blogspot.com) discovered art quilting while browsing the magazine racks during a rare outing 
without children, and she hasn’t looked back since. She lives in Poulsbo, Washington with her husband, Adam, and four 
children.  
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